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SKETCH of she LIFE and WRITINGS of she late Dr. 
SAMUEL JOHNSON, 


R. SAMUEL JOHNSON, lately the firft name in the 
literary world, was born at Lichfield, in Staffordhhire, 
about the year 1710. His father was a bookfeller, of whom 
all we can learn is from his fon, who informs us, that ** he was 
an old man, who had been no carelefs obferver of the paflages of 
the times” in which he lived. Of his youth, before he was 
fent to the univerfity, of indications of dulnefs or prognoftics of 
future fame, of propenfities to pleafure or examples of difcre+ 
tion, we have no anecdotes on record: but a mind endued with 
prodigious powers, cultivated with laborious affiduity, and en- 
riched with all the ftores of ancient and modern learning, with 
a life ever diltinguifhed by a zealous attachment to the interefts 
of piety and virtue, is the beft demonftration, that his early 
years were unfullied by any fallies of folly or habits of diffie 
pation. 

He was entered of Pembroke College, in Oxford, on the 31f 
of October, 1728 ; but left the univerfity without taking any 
degree, On his return to lis native county, he appears to have 
devoted his attention to the education of youth. For an ace 
count of his firft undertaking we are indebted to Mr. Davies, 
who, in his ** Memoirs of the Life of Garrick” (a rich and 
valuable treafure of entertaining anecdotes and judicious criti- 
cifm), informs us, that about the beginning of the year 1735, 
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Mr. Johnfon undertook the inftruction of. fome young gentle- 
men of Lichfield in the Belles Lettres; and that David Garrick, 
then turned of eighteen, became one of his fcholars, or, to fpeak 
more properly, his friend and companion.—As this is rather an in- 
terefling incident in the lives of two celebrated men, it will be 
deemed no unpleafing digreffion to obferve, that, notwithRanding 
the brilliancy of his parts, the claffic authors appeared to have 
no charms for Mr. Garrick. His thoughts were inceflantly upon 
the tage. When bis mafter, Mr. Jonnfon, expected from him 
.fome exercife or compofition upon a theme, he fhewed him feve- 
ral fcenes of a new comedy which had engrofied his time ; and 
thefe, he told him, were the produce of his third attempt in dra- 
matic poetry. 

To Mr. Davies’s account we may add, that one of Mr. John- 
fon’s pupils was the author of ** The Adventurer.” Few 
men, perhaps, who have been fingly engaged in the honourable 
employment of cultivating the haman mind, can boalt the feli- 
city of having contributed to form two fuch diftinguifhed cha- 
ra¢ters as a Hawkefworth and a Garrick, 

This mode eof inftro&tion, however, covid not have lafled 
for, in the fucceeding year, we find him advertifing to 


long > 
lane 


board and teach young gentlemen the Latin and Greek 
Buages, at Edial, a village on the weft fide of Lichfield. Per- 

aps the fuccefs of this new undertaking did not correfpond 
with his expectations ; for, fome time after, Mr. Garrick and 
he agreed to try their fortunes in the metropolis, and aually 
left Lichfield together, on the 2d of March, 1737. This fin- 
gular circumftance is authenticated by two letters trom Mr.Gil- 
bert Walmfley, then regifter of the ecclefiaftical court of Lich- 
field, tothe Rev. Mr. Colfon, a siainaad mathematician at 
Rochefter. ‘Thefe two letters are preferved by Mr, Davies, in 
the Memoirs before quoted ; and, trom the fecond, which bears 
the above date, we give the following extra, which more imme- 
diately relates to Dr. Johnfon: 

«* He [Garrick] and another neighbour of sa one Mr. 
S. Johnion, fet out this morning for London. Davy Garrick is 
to be with you early the next week ; and Mr. Johnfon is to try 
his fate with a wagedy, and to {ee to get himtelf employed in 
dome tranflation, either from the Latin or the J reach. Johnfon 
is a very good fcholar and poet, and | have great hopes will turn 
out a finetragecy writer, If it fhould anyways Joy in your way, 
I doubt not bat-you will be ready to recommend and affift your 
countryman.” 

lt appears by thefe letters, that Mr. Walmfley had a very 
particutar regare for Dr. Johafop aad Mr. Gasiick. ‘The fi 





The for. 
mer, 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER 3 


mer, in his life of Edmund Smith, has embraced the opportu, 
nity to thew his gratitude to the memory of this his earhelt 
patron. 

London, however, did not feem at firft to encourage any fan~ 
guine expectations. Some months afterwards he appeared defi- 
rous of returning to his native county. His ambition was even 
confined to the defire of obtaining the office of mafter of a cha- 
rity-{chool, then vacant in the vicinity of Lichfield, the falary of 
which was fixty pounds a year. . But the ftatutes of the fchoal 
requiring that the candidate for this office fhould be a mafter of 
arts, this attempt was fruftrated.. -Thofe. whom the writings of 
Dr. Jobnfon have delighted or informed, may have reafon to 
rejoice, perhaps, that his views met with fuch an effectual ob- 
ftraction. Whether, in this humble ftation, 


——** where oft refides 
** Unboattful worth, above faftidious pomp,” 


he would have arifen to the illuftrious heights to which he 
has fince attained, may be a fubject of curious, if not ufeful 
{peculation. 


«¢ Full many a gem of pureft ray ferene, 

«* The dark unfathom’d caves of ocean bear: 
«© Full many a flower is born to blufh unfeen, 
«© And wafte its {weetnefs on the defert air.”’ 


But a genius fo exalted, we cannot imagine would have been ob- 
fcure even in the bofom of retirement. His high defcent, his 
kindred to the mufes, could not have been concealed ; and if he 
had not been deitined to figure as the great dictator in the repub- 
lic of letters, he muft yet have been the gentle Apollo in exile, 
who fung the felicity of rural life, and taught the thepherds the 
love of knowledge and virtue, of induftry and good order. 

In London, however, he remained, and was engaged by Mr. 
Edward Cave, as an affiftant in the compilation of the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine. 

In 1738 he began a tranflation of the famous Father Paul’s 
Hiftory of the Council of Trent. But no great progrefs was 
made in this tranflation, although fome theets of it were atually 
printed. ‘Thefe have been long converted into waite paper. 
Such an excellent writer, tranflated by fuch a. maiter, would have 
been a literary treafure. 

The tame year he publifhed ‘* Londcn, a Poem, in Imita- 
tion of the third Satire of Juvenal ;’? which, it will be eafily 
imagined, was directed againit the vices and follies of the capi- 

Az tal. 

















4 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


tal. Our limits will not allow us to enter into a minute exami- 
nation of any of his works. But-the merit of this poem will 
appear as confpicious in the following charming lines, as in the 
moft copious extracts : 


‘* But thou, fhould tempting villainy prefent 

*« All Mariborough’hoarded, or ajl Villiers fpent, 
‘* Fura from the glite’ring bribe thy feornful cye, 
** Nor-fell-for gold, what gold can never buy, 

«* The peaceful flumber, {elf-approving day, 

‘ Unfullied fame, and confcience ever gay.” 


” 


Of the pubiication of this poem a remarkable circumftance 
is related. The copy was offered to Cave, whodid not choole 
to purchafe it, but propofed to print it on the author’s account. 
The latter accepted the propofal, and was entitled, im courfe, to 
whatever profits might accrae. The poem hada rapid fale. 
A firlkedinon was boyght up; a fecond was printed. and fold ; 
and 2 third was preparing. In the mean time, the author was 
entirely ignorant of a fuccefs, which Cave had not only been 
careful to conceal himfelf, but had given dirc¢tions to his Posen 
not to mention. - By fome inadvertency, however, a difcovery 
enfued ; and the-author foon found an opportunity to call his 
publifher toan account, without betraying the perfon from whom 
he had received his intormation. ‘The profitsof this poem were 
not more acceptable than unexpected ; and, in the fequel, its me- 
rit intrdducee him to the acquaintance of the late ingenious Mr, 
Robert Dodfley, in whom he found a man of honour and 
generolity. 

‘There are degrees of mora! obliquity which a good mind 
would be unwilling to conitrue into abfolate turpitude. ‘This 
incident might have created fome momentary diiguft, but the 
conneétion was not entirely diffoived ; nor did the fubfequent 
conduct of the author befpeak any permanent refentment. In 
the Rambler we even find quotations from the poetry of Edward 
Cave ; who, when he could no longer be fenfible af the honour, 
received moreover a'tribute of regard, which would have dig- 
nified the greatefbnames. Dr. Jahufoa wrote his life, from 
which, if much amulement cannot be expected, fome indiruétion 
may be gathered. While it inculcates in the afpiring mind the 
happy ettects of patient and perfevering induftry, it exhibits a 
falutary warning in the reitleflnefs of defaltory contrivance and 
inceffant enterprife.—Cave, when he employed his literary de- 
pendent, in inveiting our parliamentary orators with Roman 
names, could not be fuppoied to divine, that heshiméelf a one 
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day tobe enrolled by him among the greateft and moft venera- 
ble characters of the Britifh nation. : 

In January, 1742, Dr. Johnfon publifhed “* The Vanity of 
Human Withes,” an imitation of the tenth fatire of Juvenal. 
An extraét from its beautiful conclufion will preclude the necefs 
fity of a fingle obfervation on its merit : 


‘ 


” 


Matt haplefs man, in ignorance fedate, 

«* Roll daiktont down the torrent of his fate ? 
Mutt no diflike alarm, no wifhes rife, 

«* No cries attempt the mercies of the fkies ? 
Enquirer, ceafe, petitions yet remain, 

¢* Which heav’n may hear, nor deem religion vain. 
** Still. raife for good the fupplicating voice, 

«© But leave to heav’n the meafure and the choice. 
«* Safe in his pow’r, whofe eyes. difcern afar 

The fecret ambuth of a fpecious pray’r, 

«© Implore his aid, in his decifions reft, 

«* Secure whate’er he gives, he gives the beft. 

<< Yet when the fenfe of facred prefence fires, 

«¢ And ftrong devotion to the fkies afpires, 

«* Pour forth chy fervours for a healthful mind, 

«* Obedient paffions, and a will refign’d ; 

«* For love, which {carce colleétive man can fill; 

«« For patience, fov’reign o’er tranfmuted ill ; 

** For taith, that panting for a happier feat, 

** Counts death kind nature’s fignal of retreat: 

«¢ 'Thefe goods for man the laws of heav’n ordain ; 
** Thefe goods he grants, who grants the pow’r to gain ; 
«* With thefe celeftial wifdom calms the mind, 

«* And makes the happinefs fhe does not find.” 


. 


a 


. 


* 


This excellent poem was followed, in the fame year, by 

** Irene,” the tragedy alluded to by Mr. Walmfley. This was 
founded on the celebrated itory of the fultan Mahomet If. who, 
being reproved by his courtiers for the inconfiderate indulgence 
of his paflion for a beautiful Greek, named Irene, to the neg- 
letof his fate attairs, and the prejudice of the empire, imme- 
diately affected the hero, while he a¢ted the monfter, and, in the 
preience of the whole court, ftrack off the head of his enchant. 
mg miltrefs. Dr. Johnfon, however, has taken fome liberties 
with the hiftory ; for he reprefents Irene as ftrangled by order of 
the emperor, initead of being facrificed by his own hand. The 
unities of time, and place, and action, he has molt rigidly pre- 
ferved. ‘The language is nervous, fentimental, and poetical ; 
yet, 
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yet, with allehéfe. perfections; affifted by the united powers of 
Mr. Garrick, Mr. Barry, Mrs. Pritchard, and Mrs: Cibber, this 
tragedy did not imeet with the facceds which might have been ex- 
petted from its ttrinfic excellence... This has been imputed to 
his too ftriét adhcrencé to the Ariftotelian rules of dramatic com- 
pofition.—Irene was a¢ted from the’8th to the zoth of February 
inclufive. ‘The partof Demetrius was excellently performed by 
Mr. Garrick. , wo 

** London,” *¢'The Vanity:of human Wifhes,” and ‘* Irene,’” 
were the only poems. .of anyJength that Dr. Johnfon ever pub- 
lifhed ; but, fthough he: favoured the world with but little in 
abfolute verfe (for his profe is often the moft exquifite poetry), 
* yet tbat little, like diamonds.of the-firft water, will ever be 
held in higheft eftimation; while gems of larger fize,. but lefs in- 
trinfic worth, are{careely-noticed.”’»—-When Pope read his “* Lon- 
don,”’ and reccived no fatisfaCtory anfwer to his repeated enqui- 
ries concerning the author, his obfervation was, **.It cannot 
be long before my curiolity is gratified ; the writer of this poem 
will focn be deferre. 

On the zoth of March 1759, he publithed the fir number of 
that celebrated periodical. paper, ‘‘ The Rambler,” which was 
continued twite a week, for two years fucceflively. His princi- 
pal defign appears,to be to inculeate wifdom and piety.. There 
are, however, many: noble excurfions of fancy, particularly in 
his eaftern tales, with many excellent difquifitions of criticifm, 
and pictures of real life. A fprightly, and not unini{lructive 
writer, [Mrz Sheriock,] gives him this well-merited praife : 
«* Were morality. only to be confidered, Horace is to be pre- 
ferred to Virgil, and the author of the Rambler to both toge- 
ther.” 

The ftyle of the Rambler, though nervous and claffically 
correct, has not, perhaps, commanded the unanimous fuffrages of 
thofe who may be'eiteemed judges of fine writing, But that we 
may efcape the imputation of faftidious criticiim, we fhall lay 
before our readers the fentiments of a writer, who has long en- 
joyed the approbation of the public; we mean the learned and 
mgenious Mr, Knox : 

«* With -refpeét to the Rambler, if I have prejudices con- 
cerning it, they are ali inits favour, I read it at an early age 
with delight, and, I hope, with improvement. Every thing lau- 
dable and ufeful in the conduct of life is recommended in it, of- 
ten ina new manner, and always with energy, and with a dige 
nity which commands attention, When I confider it with a 
view to its cfiects on the generality of the people, on thofe who 
fiand molt in need of this mode of initruction, it appears greatly 
inferior to the eafy and natural Spectator, Thofe elegant and 
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expreflive words derived from the Latin, which are called by 
common readers hard words, and which abound in. the Rambler, 
will prevent the greater number from entering on the perufal. 
And indeed, with all my prepoffeflions in favour of this writer, I 
cannot but agree with the opinion of the public, which has con- 
demned, in his ftyle, an affected appearance of pompofity. The 
conftantrecurrence of fentences* in the form of what have been 
called triplets, is difgufting to all readers, ButI will remind 
his cenfurers, that Cicero himfelf, in: feveral of his works, fae 
tigues the ear by a clofe of his periods aimoft uniformly fimilar. 
Not only the numbers, but the very words are frequently ree 
peated ina few pages. I will alfo take the liberty to add in his 
defence, that the introduction of fo many unufual and well- 
founding words will gradually improve the Englifh language, 
though it muft neceffarily circumfcribe the writer’s popularity. 
Kt feems, however, as if he himfelf recognifed the fault of per- 
petual triplets in his ftyle, fince they are by no means frequent ia 
his lait productions.” 

But whoever would compare the Rambler with any preceding 
or fubfequent work, ougist to be previoufly informed, that of 
208 numbers, feven only are not entirely by the hand of Dr. 
Johafon. Whenthe Rambler was terminated, the Adventurer 
was begun by Dr. Hawkefworth. ‘To this work, which is an 
smitation of the former, Dr. Johnfon contributed all the papers 
with the fignature T, befides the hiltory of the admirable 
Crichton, 


(To be concluded in cur next.) 





e FOLLY o COQUETRY, exbibited ia the AISTORY of 


ADTANANTA 
AINLOIN GSS. 


, r 
Written byaLapy. 





RIANA was the daughter of a dignified clergyman, was 
A pe rfectly ag sreeable 1 ber pe: fon, and had a good Gare of 
wit. All this the, to her preat misfortune, knew but too well, 
fince her vanity rote to fuch a height as t obfcure every good 
quality the received from nature or ¢ lucation ' 

She looked upon herfelf as a little g Idef i 1 here 
fel! formed for univerfal n., WI I flatter 
her beauty fhe hated, and defpifed al] th did Netthee 
birth, wealth, nor any kind of merit, had the leaf: ifiuence 

ever her. She thoueht no man capableo! delervin her, and 
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though every new lover fhe acquired gave her an exquifite plea- 
fure, the felt: yet more in ufing him ill. 

Her father happening to marry when he was of a very ad- 
vanced age, was almoft fuperannuated when Ariana began to be 
taken notice of, and her mother was weak enovgh to humour 
her in all her affe&tations and vanities, of which indeed fhe had 
no {mall fhare of herfelf. Both of them only laughed at the 
old gentleman’s admonitions, and would frequently compel him 
to goto bed, while they went together to court on a ball night, 
to a mafquerade, or fome other party of pleafure, whence fome- 
times they returned not till morning. 

I was very intimate with Ariana, and fhe profeffed a more 
than ordinary regard for me, yet could I never prevail upon her 
to be ferious, or to enter into any improving converfation. Alli 
her difcourfe was on her lovers, and I never faw her in a com- 
pofed humour but once, nor could that indeed be juitly called fo, 
but rather a fit of the fpleen, and happened on an occafion, 
which all my readers, that are not fuch as fhe was, muit think 
extraordinary. 

She told me, that having been ina difpofition to make trial 
of the paffionof Dorimenes, one of her admirers, fhe had bad 
him never fee her more, on which he had vowed not to outlive fo 
cruel a fentence, and fhe expected nolefs than to have heard the 
next day that he had poifoned, fhot, or ftabbed himfelf, bat 
inftead of doing any of thefe, fhe had juft then met with 
him in the Mall, in St. James’s Park, with two or three of his 
companions, and a countenance as gay as ever, 

This was a mortification fhe could not fupport with patience, 
and fhe confefled to me, that for a long time fhe had withed to 
havea man die for her. ‘*, What avails it, that a thoufand 
of them tell me they cannot live without me; the real death of 
one of them would more eftablifh my reputation than all the fine 
{peeches they can make.” 

Another time | happened to be with her when fhe was drets- 
fing in anew {uit of very rich, and, I muft own, well-fancied 
cloaths ; after having afked my opinion over and over concern- 
ing the colour, the making, trimming, and every particular, fhe 
flarted up on a fudden, and fwam round the room, as if lead- 
ing up a courant; then turned to the looking glafs, and fpread- 
her petticoats, repeated in a kind of rapture, thefe lines from an 
old poet : 

“€ With what an air fhe fpreads her fplendid train, 
** And {weeps the youths along the green.” 


** Ah, my dear,” added fhe to me, “* it is not drefs alone 
that captivates; it isthe air of the perfon that does it. Now da 
you 
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you think any body elfe would look fo well as I do in thefe 
cloaths ?” 

I had often rallied her on this extravagant felf-conceit, but 
without any effect; and befides, I was not at that time in a hus 
thour to do it, fol only told her, that as I was not a man, my 
opinion of the matter was of no great confequence; on which 
fhe burft into 4 loud laughtér, and criéd out, “* That is very 
true indeed.” 

It would be endlefs to recoutit half the impertinencies T havé 
heard from the mouth of this poor girl; yet all I was witnefs of 
was infinitely fhort of what I had been told by others.  Shé 
was, it is certain, a very prodigy of vanity, and, without being 
a fool, was thoughtlefs and giddy. 

Often it has thrown me into the moft mélancholy refleCtions, 
to fee a young creature, who really wanted no one requifite to 
make her perfe€tly agreeable, take pains torender herfelf fo very 
much the contrary by her affeGtation, wafting all thofe precious 
honors in admiring her face and fhape ina looking glafs, which 
ought rather to hive been employed either in working, mufic, 
painting, or reading fome improving books, and petverting that 
capacity nature had formed for the moft ufeful fludies, into thofe 
which are beneath the dignicy of 4 reafonable being of what fex 
foever. 

Bat I will not detain the attention of my readers with a too 
tedious defcription of this fine lady ; let any one remember what- 
ever follies the whole fex have difcovered, and then fay to him- 
felf, they were all collected in Ariana. 

Though the number of thofe who pretended a paffion for her, 
exceeded, perhaps, what any woman could boaft of, yet not one 
of them ever gratified her pride fo much as to lay violent hands 
upon himfelf ou her ill-treatment, or even to come to the point of 
marriage on her more favourable behaviour to him ; and from 
14 to 24, the continued the general toait, without being the obe 
ject of any particular attachment, 

But now began the fad reverfe of her condition.—Her father 
die¢, and that income which had fupported her mother and her 
felf in the greateft {uperfluities of drefs, and the amufements of 
the town, being gone with him, they foon experienced thofe ae- 
ceffities which they had never pitied in others. 

Still inconfiderate however, and as thoughtlefs as ever, they 
went on in the fame wild way as formerly, purchafing and fa- 
vifhing money on things they had no occafion for, till the little 
ftock the old dodtor left behind him, being fpent in trifles, they 
were obliged to fell firit their jewels, then their plate and houlee 
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hold furniture, and at laft their very wearing apparel, for the 
common neceffaries of life. 

As their conduct had never gained them any refpeé from peo- 
ple of education and underitanding, fo their calamities excited 
but little compaffion. ‘The greatett part of thofe with whom 
they had beert eof intimate, took all imaginable care to avoid 
them, neither vifiting them, nor admitting any vifits from them, 
and a yet far greater number treated them with contempt. All 
Ariana’s lovers forfook her, and fhe had now fufficient leifure to 
make thofe reflections, which, had fhe done before, the might 
perhaps have been happi ily married, it is certain at leaf not have 
fallen into thole complicated and difrefling misfortanes in which 
fhe is involved. 

A worthy prelate at laft informed of the old lady’s diftrefs, al- 
lowed her a imal! penfion for life, on which fhe and her daugh- 
ter fubfifted, though in 2 very mean way ; but on her death, 
which happencd in lefs than a year, Ariana was left wholly def- 
a The bithop defrayed the charges of the funeral, but 

withdrew his pittance, telling this poor “unhappy creature, that 

sthe had youth and health, it would better become her to get 
a bread by fervice, than tolive by charity. 

Doubt lef this feemed at firft a very hard fentence to one ac- 
cullomed only to command and to be obeyed ; but fhe took his 
advice, and went foon after to a lady, who, like too many other 
people, ufed | her the worfe for beiag well-bora ; though the ex- 
e for! wn! harflinefs was, that knowing in what man- 
], it was p neceflary to keep her unde r, fince 
too great encouragement mig bt make her forget ¢ duties of 
her prefent ftation, and relapfe into her former f ollies As it 
fervitude was not a {fufficient mortification, without wae idition 
of ill-treatment ; but I am forry co have obferved, that there 
are fome who take a kind of price in the afflictions anc deprefs- 
Jions of fuch who have been once their equals, 

Ariana was now looked upon to be grown as abject in her no- 
tions, as fhe had before been elated, and fubmitted to every thing 
with a patience which, fome imagined, came: pretty near itupi- 
dity ; but I am of 2 diffesent opinion, and call it reafon and re- 
fignation to the divine will. 

Not ber own choice, but an accident that happened in the fa- 
amily, feparated her from her firft miftrefs, bu t fhe found not 
much more indulgence from the fecond fhe lived with, and her 
condition was extremely to be pitied, till providence having, by 
its chaltifements, brought her toa due fenie of her former mif- 
conduct, thought fit to put an end to the hardthips fhe had for 
more than eight years fullained, and calt ber lot among thofe whe 
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treat her with as much kindnefs asthe others had done with fe- 
verity. 

A perfon who had been witnefs of fome part of her fufferings 
took pity on her, and recommended her to the fervice of a wi- 
dow lady, who, among her other excellent qualities, has that of 
taking a pleafare in the happinefS of all about her: With her 
this now reformed coquet ftill lives, and is likely to do till the 
death of one of them enforces a feparation. 

Thofe few perfons who are not too haughty to fee Arianain 
this reduced ftate, will own that her converfation is nowinfi» 
nitely more worthy of efleem, than when fhe fhone in jewels and 
all the pomp of drefs, and was the belle of the town. 

The facred writings tell us, that it is good to be afflicted ; 
but happy are thofe, who by bearing their calamities well, con- 
vert them into bleflings. Ariana, by throwing off all her for- 
mer vanities, and retaining no pride but that of preferving her 
chaitity and integrity, in the midit of many temptations, proved 
moreclearly than it could have been in her power to have done 
without this change in her condition, that fhe had not only an 
excellent underftanding, but that the feeds of religion and vir- 
tue were thick fown in her foul, though both had fo long been 
obfeured, and lain dormant as it were, opprefled by flattered 
follies, and the prevalence of ill example, from her who ought to 
have fet only the beft before her eyes. 

I dare anfwer Ariana finds a great deal of comfort in having 
ated as fle has done fince her misfortunes, and that nothing 
but mifery could poflibly have attended a perfeverance in that 
impatience of temper the once foolifhly tellified, in the difap- 
pointment of not finding a man weak and foolifh enough to lay 
violent hands on himfelf on her-account. 

I am told the has now not only religion enough to make her 
fincerely penitent for having lavifhed away fo much of the prime 
of life, in a behaviour not confiftent with Chrittianity, and par- 
ticularly blameable in the daughter of a clergyman, but alfo 
philofopby enough to relate and make a jeft of thofe folliesin 
herfelf, which were the leaft worthy of condemnation. 

When any one feems to condole her misfortunes, fhe always 
itops theiz mouths with affurances that fhe is perfetly eafy ; and 
as fhe ever was a great lover of poetry, frequently repeats to them 
thefe lines of Sir Richard Blackmore : 


oe 


Content alone can all our wants redrefs ; 
Content, that other name for happinefs. 
** *Tis equal if our fortunes fhould augment, 
And itretch: themfelves to the fame vait extent 
B 2 ‘s With 


a 
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** With our defires ; orthofe defires abate, 
** Shrink, and contract themfelves to fit our ftate.”’ 


Or thefe more elegant ones, from Mr. Dryden’s tragedy of 
the Indian Emperor : 
** We to ourfelves may all our wifhes grant ; 
** And nothing covetiag can nothing want,” 


T could with mankind in general would fee this as 4 leffon to 
themfelves ; it would in a great meafure prevent the growth of 
all thofe vices which are pernicious to fociety, and create fo much 
difturbance in the breaft that har bours them. 





ABSTRACT of Captain COOKE’s rast Vorace. 
[Continued from page 608 of the laf Volume.) 


N the evening of the 2d of February, captain Cooke met 
B with the fame accident here as at Atooi, being driven from 

his moorings. ‘Che next morning he made a fignal for the Dif 
covery to join him, and then fteered to the northward, in profe- 
cution of his voyage. 

Theft two iflands of Atooi and Onecheow were part of a 
clufler of iflands, now firit difcovered, to which captain Ccoke 
gave the name of Sandwich Iflands, in honour of the earl of 
Sandwich, It is worthy of obfervation, that the iflands in the 
Pacific Ocean, which our late voyagers have added to the geo- 
graphy of the globe, have been generally found lying in groups 
er clufers ; the fingle intermediate iflands, as yet difcovered, 
being few in proportion to the others ; though, probably, there 
zre many more of them ftill uaknown, whicn ferve as fleps be- 
tween the feveral clufters. Of this newly difcovered Archipe- 
lago, captain Cooke faw five, whofe names, as given by the 
natives, are Woahoo, Atvoi, Oneeheow, Orechoua, and Ta- 
hoora. Of Atovi, which is the largeit, we thal! proceed to give 
the molt intérefting particulars. 

‘* ‘The inhabitants are of a middling ftature, firmly made, 
with fome exceptions, neither remarkable for a beautiful fhape, 
nor for ftriking features, which rather exprefs an opennefs and 
good-nature, than a keen, intelligent difpofition, Their vifage, 
elpecially amongtt the women, 1s fomctimes round ; but others 
have it long ; nor can we fay, that they are diftinguifhed, as a 
nation, by any general caft of countenance. Their colour 1s 
nearly of a mut brown ; and is may be difficult to make a nearer 

comparifon, 
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comparifon, if we take in all the different hues of that colour ; 
but fome individuals are darker. The women are alittle more 
delicate than the men in their formation ; but I may fay, that, 
with a very few exceptions, they have little claim to thofe peca- 
liarities that dillinguith the fex in other countries. There is, 
indeed, a more remarkable equality in the fize, colour, and 
figure of both fexes, than in moft places I have vifited. Howe 
ever, upan the whole, they are far from being ugly, and appear 
to have few natural deformities of any kind. ‘Their fkin is not 
very foft, nor fhining ; perhaps for want of oiling, which is 
practifed at the fouthern iflands ; but their eyes and teeth are, 
in general, very tolerable. ‘The hair, in the greateft part, is 
ftraight, though in fome frizzling; and though its natural co- 
lour be commonly black, it is itained, as at the Friendly and 
other iflands. We faw but few inftances of corpulence ; and 
thefe oftener amongft the women than the men; but it was 
chiefly amongft the latter that perfonal defects were obferved, 
though, if any of them ean claim a fhare of beauty, it was moft 
confpicuous among{t the young men. 

«* They are vigorous, active, and moft expert fwimmers ; 
leaving their canoes upon the moft trifling occafion ; diving 
under them ; and {wimming to others, though at a great diitance. 
It was very common to fee women, with infants at the breaft, 
when the furf was fo high that they could not land in their 
canoes, leapoverboard, and without endangering their little 
ones, {wim to the thore, through a furge that looked dreadful. 

** ‘They feem to be blefled with a frank, chearful difpofition ; 
and were [ to draw any comparifons, fhould fay, that they are 
equally free from the fickle levity which dittinguifhes the natives 
of Oraheite, and the fedate caft obfervable amongit many of 
thofe of ‘fongataboo. ‘They feem to live very fociably in their 
intereourfe with one another; and, except the propenfity to 
hieving, which feems innate in moft of the people we have vi- 
fited in this ocean, they were exceedingly friendiy to us. Aad 
it does their fenlibility no littie credit, without flattering our- 
felves, that when'they faw the various articles of our European 
manufactures, they could Jot help exprefling their furprife, by a 
mixture of joy and concern, that they feemedto apply to the 
cafe, as a lefion of humility tothemfelves; and, on all occafions, 
they feemed deeply imprefied with a confcioufnets of their own 
inferiority ; a behaviour which equally exempts their national 
character from the prepolicrous pride of the more polithed 
Japanefe, and of the ruder Greenlander. 

** It was a pleafure to obferve with how much affection the 
women managed their infants, and how readily the men lent 

their 
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their affiftlance to fuch a tender office ; thus fufficiently diftin- 
guifhing themf{elves from thofe favages who efteem a wife and 
child as things rather neceflary than defirable, or worthy of their 
notice. 

*¢ From the numbers which we faw collected at every village, 
as we failed pat, it may be fuppofed that the inhabitants of this 
ifland are pretty numerous. Any computation that we make 
ean be only conjectural. But that fome notion may be formed, 
which thall not greatly err on cither fide, I would fuppofe, that, 
including the ftragghng houfes, there might be upon the whole 
ifland fixty fuch villages as that before which we anchored ; and 
that, allowing five perfons to each houfe, there would be, in every 
village, five hundred, or thirty thoufand upon the ifland. This 
pumber is certainly not exaggerated ; for we had fometimes 
three thoufand perfons at leait upon the beach, when it could 
not be fuppofed that above a tenth part of the inhabitants weve 
prefent. 

The women have large pieces of cloth wrapped round them, 
reaching from jult below the breafts to the hams, or lower ; and 
feveral wére feen with pieces thrown loofely about the thoulders, 
which covered the greateft part of the body ; but the children, 
when very young, are quite naked. They wear nothing upon 
the head ; but the hair, in both fexes, is cut in different forms ; 
and the general fafhion, efpecially among the women, is to have 
it long before and fhort behind. The men often have it cut or 
fhaved on each fide, in fuch a manner, that the remaining part, 
an fome meafure, refembles the creit of their caps or helmets, 
formerly defcribed. Both fexes, however, feem very carelefs 
about their hair, and have nothing like combs to drefs it with. 
Initances of wearing it in a fingular manner were fometimes met 
with among the men, who twift it into a number of feparate 
parcels, like the tails of a wig, each about the thicknefs of a 
iinger ; though the greateft part of thefe, which are fo long that 
they reach far down the back, we obferved were artificially fixed 
upon the head, over their own hair. 

** It is remarkable that, contrary to the general practice of 
the iflands we had hitherto difcovercid) in the Pacific Ocean, the 
people of the Sandwich Iflands have not their ears perforated ; 
nor have they the leait idea of wearing ornaments in them. 
Both fexes, neverthelefs, adorn themfelves, with necklaces made 
of bunches of {mall black cord, like our hat-itring, often above 
a hundred-fold, exatly like thofe of Wateeoo; only, that in- 
fiead of the two little balls on the middle before, they fix a 
fmall bit of woed, itone, or fhell, about two inches long, with a 
broad houk, turning forward at its lower part, well polifhed, 

They 
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They have, likewife, necklaces of many ftrings of very fmall 
fhells, or of the dried flowers of the Indian mallow. And fome- 
times a {mall human figure of bone, about three inches long, 
neatly polithed, is hung round the neck. ‘The women alfo wear 
bracelets of a fingle fhell, pieces of black wood, with bits of 
ivory interfperfed, and well polifhed, fixed by a ftring drawn 
very clofely through them ; or cthers of hogs teeth, laid parallel 
to each other, with the concave part outward, and the points cut 
off, faftened together as the former ; fome of which, made only 
of large boars’ tufks, are very elegant. The men fometimes 
wear plumes of the tropic birds feathers, ftuck in their heads ; 
or thofe of cocks, faftened round neat polifhed flicks, two feet 
Jong, commonly decorated at the lower part with oora; and, for 
the fame purpofe, the fkin of a white dog’s tail is fewed over a 
ftick, with itstuft atthe end, They alfo frequently wear on the 
head a kind of ornament, of a finger’s thicknefs or more, co- 
vered with red and yellow feathers, curioufly varied, and tied 
behind ; and on the arm, above the elbow, a kind of broad 
fhell-work, grounded upon net work. 

*€ The men are frequently punctured, though not in any pare 
ticular part, as the Otaheiteans, and thole of 'Tongataboo. 
Sometimes there are a few marks upon their hands or arms, and 
near the groin ; but frequently we could obferve none at all; 
though a few individuals had more of this fort of ornament than 
we had ufually feen at other place:, and ingenioufly executed in 
a great variety of lines and figures on the arms and fore part of 
the belly; on which latter, fome of them had the figure of the 
taame, or breait-plate of Otaheite, though we did not mect with 
the thing itfelf amongit them. 

[To be continued.]} 


+ 





%he ORIGIN and PROPRIETY of the CAP OF LIBERTY: 
A FRAG BEN Tf. 


HE ancient Romans generally went with their heads bare, 


or in rainy or cold weather covered them with the cor- 








ners of their toga or robe. Cvlar, their firft emperor, having a 
bald head, covered it with laurels, as did the late Marquis of 
Granby from the fame cavfe. Indeed the ancients, when either 
old or infirm, indulged them{elves with wearing acap. <Asage 
was then honourable, fo caps became marks of honour; as none 
could be then deemed hovourable who were net free, the cap by 


j ] go hh a & m 4 
degrees became the badze of freedom ; and when a flave was 
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made a freeman, he had a cap given to him, which he was per- 
mitted to wear in public. 

The pileus, or cap of liberty, is quite fimple in its form, com- 
mon in its texture, and of a whitifh colour. It is in the form of 
a fugar loaf, broad at the bottom, and ending like a cone. This 
prefigures that freedom ftands on the broad bafis of hamanity ; 
and it runs up to a pytamid, the emblem of eternity, to thew it 
ought to laf forever. It is fimple, for liberty is in itfelf the 
moft fhining ornament of man. It hath no gilded trappings, 
which too often mark the livery of defpotifm. It is made of 
wool, to fignnify that-liberty is the birthright of the fhepherd, 
as well as of the fenator ; and that, althoagh fhepherds may law- 
fully thear the theep they proteét, they ought not to fkin them, 
that being the employment of the batcher. Laflly, the cap of 
liberty is whitith, the native colour of the woolundyed. ‘This 
demonftrates that it fhould be nataral without any deceiving 
glofs, unipotted by faction, aud unftained by tyranny. 

O may evéry Englithman thus wear this facred cap! Let 
them preferve it by them undefiled ; and though they may not 
difplay it every day, yet, whenever neceffity fhall call for it, let 
them not fell it even for ceronets, pledge it for gold, or barter ic 
for titles, but wear it nobly in the face of the world, with its top 
erect, that, like a portentous meteor, it may overfhadow the 
heads of its revilers, and terrify the flaves of defpotifm. Then 
lay it by, bound round with loyalty, and leave it asa moft pre- 
cious legacy to theirchildren. 

The cap of liberty long maintained its primitive form, till at 
length the hand of abfolute power laid heavy upon it, and 
where it could not-entircly tear it off, depreffed its top, fpoiled 
its pyramid, and crufhed it to a Scotch bonnet, or a battle-axe’s 
flat cap, introduced by Henry VII. ‘Fhe cap, itistrue, re- 
mained, but had loft much of its priftine beauty. In Scotlaed 
indeed it was not fo much fuak by royal power as by ariitocracy, 
the peers becoming defpotic in their feveral diftriéts. But, in 
England and Ireland, it was the regal touch that changed the 
form and colour of thecap, and when it had deprived it of its 
prifline odour, endeavoured to compenfate that lots by enriching 
Ht with artificial rofes. However, at the glorious revolution, the 
Bill of Rights reftored it to every man’s houfe ; and none now 
wear that bonnet or flat cap, but from choice or convenience, 
having power toclevate its crown whenever they pleafe. 

If a due feafe of the value of liberty were more generally 
prevalent, more care weald be taken inthe exercife ct the im-« 
portant right of fending members to parliament, nor would it be 
facrificed, as it too often is, for a paltry bribe, vs 
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An HISTORICAL REMARK, 


WESLEY, in his Obfervations on the Englith Hiftory, 
(fome of which are fhrewd) fays of king John’s marriage 
with Habella, whilft his queen was then alive, nay, and while 
Ifabella belonged to another hufband, the count de la Marche, 
«« Does it not undeniably follow that fhe never was his lawful 
wife ? confequently, that his children by her were baftards? 
What right then could they, or any of their pofterity, the 
Stuarts in particular, have to the crown.of England? Certainly 
none by birth, even fuppofing John to have a right to the 
throne; but he had none; Matilda had a prior right, from 
whom king George is lineally defcended.” 





An AN ECD OT E. 


EORGE DADE was a poor parith boy, in a country vil- 
lage near Nottingham, and received fome inftruction ia 
reading and writing at a very mean village fchool, through the 
charity of an old lady whohada regard forhis mother. Ac 
16 years of age he was footman to a gentleman ; and foon 
after, being only 20 years old, was the only man fervant kept by 
a family of fmall fortane in the county, to whom he behaved fo 
well, that they recommended him for fecretary and butler to a 
man of large fortune in the neighbourhood. In a fevere illnefs 
of his mafter, it happened that Dade had all the moncy in the 
houfe at command, and in recourfe to it for phyficians fees, &c, 
the fums were confiderable, as his mafter’s illnefs lafted fome 
weeks: he had alfo money to receive as well asto pay. On 
his mafter’s recovery he gave fo clear and exact an account, that 
his {crupulous honefly was conviction itfelf, 

Dade was a remarkable handfome man, and his mafter’s fins 
gle filter coming with a married one ona vilit to the houfe, no- 
ticed him in fuch a manner, as convinced her being in love with 
him. The young lady wss elegant, pleafing, and accom. 
plithed, and with a good fortune. Dade drew very well, and 
her copying fome of his drawings, which heng in an anti-room, 
Jed to opportunities which convinced him her heart was affeted, 
and gave his own a difquiet, which he had little notion of. How. 
ever, a fenfe of his duty got the better of his inclination and 
ambition ; he opened his fu/picions to his mafter, and defired 
thatthe lady might be fent away, ander fome proper pretence,— 
Struck at fo generous and liberala fenfe of his condition, the 
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mafter removed hisfifter, ; and as a reward for Dade, got hima 
very eligible appointment in a publicoffice. Dade’s talents and 
induftry raifed him rapidly, The lady’s paflion had not changed, 
and the wrote to her brother, requeiting his confent to ar union 
abfolutely neceffary to her happiaefs. He agreed, and Mr. Dade 
is now in poffleflion of upwards of 20,000. 





An AN EC D.O TE 


Bold Britith tar, prifoner on board a French frigate during 
the late war, was brought on deck by order of the cap- 
tain togive hisopinion of the force of aveflel in fight. Jack 
obferving that the topmaft of the French frigate was broken, 
and held only by the traces, faid, he could not determine unlefs 
he was fuffered to go aloft. Leave being immediately granted, 
he mounted, and with a knife in an inftant divided the ropes 
which held the topmaft, brought it by the board, and jumped 
into the fea towards the Englifh frigate, now very near, and 
feating himfelf on an hen-coop, thrown out to him, he gave a 
fhout for joy, and pointing to the Frenchman, “cried out to the 
captain, *‘ Never mind me, matter ; the is a fine prize ;” which 
fhe foon proved, being compelled to itrike, from being out-failed 
by the lois of her topmatt. 





AN A’ xX 2.°¢ 2. © 7 &. 


f j ‘HE celebrated French navigator M. de Bougainville, after 

being made prifoner at the reduction of Quebec in the 
year 1759, embarked for Europe on board a tranfport, com- 
manded by one Chriftie a Scotchman. It happened, that a few 
days after the failed, the veffel was wrecked upon a defert part of 
Nova Scotia, and though the whole crew got fafe on fhore, only 
a {mall quantity of provifions could be preferved. In the courfe 
of their journey back to Quebec, being reduced to the fad ne~ 
ceffity (when their flock of provifions was expended) of cafting 
lots who fhould be put to death, captain Chriftie, with a power of 
eloquence which would have given reputation to the greateft ora= 
tor, perfaaded his famifhed comrades to excufe M. Bougainville 
from drawing at all; ‘* for (fayshe) thould the fatal lot fall 
upon him, nothing we can be able to fay will convince his 
couatrymen but that we have murdered bim.” He was ace 
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cordingly excufed three feveral times, for fo often. were they 
obliged, for the fake of fubfiftence, to have recourfe to this dread 
ul expedient. 





Anfwwer, by F. Whitcombe, of Plymouth, to Arion’s Queftion, 
inferted November 15+ 


FIND the value of x in the fecond equation, and fub- 
ftitute it in the firft, and reduce it we get 144—12y* 
=24y*; folved, y= 144+ 36=2..x=4, as required. 





Anfwer, by Philos, of Chedzoy, to R. Cuming’s enigmatical Lift 
of Arts and Sciences, inferted O@ober 4. 


1. Architecture. 7+ Painting. 
2. Mufic. 8. Poetry. 

3. Chronology. 9. Perfpective. 
4. Ethicks. 10. Rhetoric. 
5. Hydraulics. 11. Statuary. 
6. Heraldry. 12. Philofophy. 





nfrver, by the Siege-Moor Colt, to T. Pa/more’s Anagram, inferted 
November 29. 


AME Joan's the woman I tranfpos’d, 
What’s MADE or done was then difclos’d ; 
A letter I expung’d, and found 
That MADnefs was a mental wound ; 
Revers’d again, there plain appear’d 
A DAM, by whom ten young were rear’d. 


tilt We have received the like anfwer from Taffo, of Briftol ; 
Arion, of Bath; Philos, of Chedzoy; Sciolus, of Cheddon ; 
G, Bulgen, of Caftle-Cary; and E, Anftice. 





Anfwer, by Sciolus, of Cheddon, to TF. Williams's Rebus, inferted 
November 29. 


A 7 HEN France and Spain’s united force 
Surrounded Gib’s old rock, 
C2 Surely 
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Surely, they thought Britannia’s fons 
Could not withitand the fhock ; 


But, lo! we faw their grand attempts 
Confus’d, and cloth’d with fhame ; 
Brave ELLIOT battled all their {chemes, 
And gain’d immortal fame. 
l!t!| We have received the like anfwer from Taffo, of Briftol ; 
Arion, of Bath ; Philos, of Chedzoy ; G. Bulgen, of Cattle- 
Cary ; B. Hill, of Farington : T. Pafmore, of Beer; C. Lobb, 
of ‘T'ywardreth ; E. Anitice; and the Siege-Moor Colt. 





Axfwer, by Arion, of Bath, to Tafo’s Anagram, inferted Fuly 19. 


N INSECT is the thing I knaw, 
Tranipofe it right, "twill INCEST thow. 





A QUESTION, by Taffo, of Briftel 


G IVEN the difference of the diftances of the hour lines 
of g and 4 from the meridian, or an horizontal dial 
=a maximun, to find the Jatitudg it was made for. 





awe 


4a ANAGRAM, by 4rion, of Bath. 


O gather, firs, if you tranfpofe, 
: A wel] known plant it will difclofe ; 
q ran{j os’d apain, without difpute, 
It will produce an Englith fruit! 
Lattiy tranipos’d, twill bring to view 
What oft times with this frait we do. 





4 REBUS, by Taff, of Briftol. 


et ie jul 
rf And juft one-third of what can cowards fright. 
A ; Thefs 


AKE ju three-fifths of {peech that is downright ; 
{t 
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Thefe join, the type of modefty is feen ; 
Tell now, ingenious bards, what ’tis I mean. 





4n ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Chedzsy. 


S it not ftrange that I no favour gain 
From thofe who grace the Entertainer’s plain ? 
That I thould ne’er employ a riddler’s pen, 
Who am among a fet of quiet men? 
That I who’ve many ages been in vogue 
Should have no better treatment than a rogue ? 
Why this difdain? this total difrefpe& ? 
This univerfal, conftant, great neglect ? 
Since all are mute, a fwain of Chedzoy will, 
In few unpolith’d lines, exert his kill, 
To give defcription of my modern fway, 
Which vailly rages at this prefent day. 
Unhappinefs attends the fteps of fome, 
To whom, when they are not aware, I come ; 
- mutt be fo, to think that promife broke, 
Vhich feem’d (as ought to be) fincerely {poke : 
Sham 1¢, forrow, and expence may be their lot, 
By an infidious, diabolic plot. 
But fome, my darling dupes, are calm, content, 
With imperfections which to them are fent ; 
Make me, though fcorn’d, a true contented ftate, 
Nor treat my authors with reproach and hate: 
if evil’s root preys on their fordid mind, 
And they can feel its good, then eafe they find ; 
They difregard c tempt an 1 public railings, 
And will put up with promife- rrery failings. 
An expofition of my name’s defir’d 
Aad that is all indeed which is requir ‘a. 





+ 
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Our corre/pond. wis wUbo fend us queftions, anagy ams, reouffes, — Ce 

ave defired to pay the poftage of their letters ; and thofe who do not 
uf mot exped to fee what they fend inferted. 
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THe SEAS OWN S&S. 
[From Robinfon’s New Annual Regifter, for 1783.J 


* OTAY ! (fammer cry’d, as blooming {pring withdrew, 
Willing his royal title to difown) 
** Stay! for mankind have ne’er {poke well of you, 
«« And how fhall I fare better on the throne ? 


** Too hot or cold they always find the air, 

‘© And endlefs murmurs our mifcondutt breeds ; 
*« No—fuch impertinence no more I’Il bear ; 

«* Unrivall’d reign the queen of flow’ry meads.” 


** Nay (faid the other) I’m exempted now ; 

** Brother, I with you all the fweets of {way ; 
«* When your fuccefiion is fo clear, I vow 

“«* T would not wréng you of a fingle day.” 


Spring faid, and vanifh’d on the fleeteft breeze, 
Poor jummer fretted, by compulfion king ; 

** Since it is fo (he cry’d) I’ll try to pleafe ; 
** Sure gratitude mutt from profufion {pring.” 


Sudden the harvelts wave in living gold, 

The grateful rafb’rry wide the wood perfumes ; 
Lefs fair the pearl and ruby to behold, 

Than the bright form the goofeberry affumes, 


The tufcious peach in rich carnation’s pride, 
And finely rounded by Pomona’s hand, 
Caught the frefh orient of a blushing bride, 
Led to love’s altar in a flowery band, 
*T was 
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’T was ripenefs all, and bloom of lovelier glow 
Than fancy mellows in the poet’s lays ; 

The park, the meadow, and the foreft, thew 
The boundlefs bleflings of man’s halcyon days. 


Yet man, ungrateful, dares e’en now complain ; 
He fays the zephyrs fcorch him as they fly ; 

He fays the niggard dews fcarce kifs the plain, 
And leave the fruits and languid flow’rets dry. 


Alas! Erigone delays too long 
To fmile benignant in the pitying fkies ; 
When will the vintage glad the rural throng ?— 
Hope in the panting bofom wearied dies. 


Such the mad clamours of the mortal race, 
When autumn in his turn affum’d the fway, 
New gifts, new murmurs, milder laws have place: 
As benefits increafe, the bafe inveigh ; 


Till Heav’n, fo long infulted, rous’d toire, 
Call’d forth the hofts of elemental ftrife ; 

Bade winter ravage with his offspring dire, 
And bind in fetters what efcap’d with life. 


No fruits, no flow’r, no filver-fparkling rills, 
No foft receffes for the warbling train ; 
Scours the bleak tempeft round the leaflefs hills, 
No fhades for fighing lovers now remain. 


Fierce from confinement rufh the boift’rous crew, 
By Aolus detain’d in gloomy caves ; 

Hecdlefs of nefts or young, the branches ftrew, 
In icy chains fufpend the harden’d waves. 


The flocks, defponding, o’er the meadows hie, 
And winter’s havock humbles human pride, 
While prayers of penitence would bribe the tky, 

But to th’ ungrateful favour is deny’d. 


Infcrib’d, appear’d on an emerging pile, 
Though fince effac’d by time’s all-conqu’ring fteel : 
€¢ Subjects who dare mild government revile, 
‘© Deferve a tyrant’s iron fcourge to feel.” 
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On th RETURN of PEACE. 


AR from thofe fcenes of horror and diftrefs 
Which war entails upon the fons of tirife ; 
Far from thofe ills that do the foul opprefs, 
Serenely calmI pafs my prefent life 5 


Where the wide plain’s not crimfon’d o’er with gore, 
Nor tranks nor mangled limbs of heroes lie 

In dreadful heaps upon the hottile fhore, 
The poor, fad victims of the direful fray. 


Yet thefe are fcenes which lately I beheld, 
Scenes oft familiar to the foldier’s eye ; 

But meek-ey’d pity in my bofom fwell’d, 
To hear the widow’s moan, and orphan’s cry. 


For them the tear of fympathy would flow 

Warm from the genuine feelings of the heart ; 
For their’s, alas! is complicated woe— 

A tak not eafy comfort to impart. 


Ye gods! what mifchiefs does ambition caufe, 

And that falfe, airy phantom, honour, too! 
Princes and people, to fupport its laws, 

Through fields of blcod their frantic way purfue. 


Now peace has vifited my native foil, 
Among my friends my with’d abode I take; 
With retrof{pedctive pleafure view the toil 
Which I’ve endured for my country’s fake. 
AN HALF-PAY OFFICER, 


St. Ives, Nowember 30, 1784. 
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HIS tombftone is a Mileftone.—Hah! how fo? 
Becaufe beneath lies Miles—who’s Miles below. 
A little man he was, a dwarf in fize ; 
But now ftretch’d out, at leait Miles long he lies. 
His grave, though fmall, contains a {pace jo wide, 
*T has Miles in length and breath, and room befides. 
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